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William Timothy Murray 

 
 

Short Bio 
William Timothy Murray was born and raised in a small town of the Deep South and now lives 

in the Appalachian foothills of northeast Georgia.  
 

He enjoys stargazing, playing and repairing guitars, and listening to music (right now, he is 

really into the somber and lush music of Benjamin Botkin and Erich Wolfgang Korngold).  
 

He is not sure whether his favorite author is Charles Dickens or Patrick O'Brian. His favorite 

wise character from a classic novel is Faria. His favorite not-so-wise character from a classic 

novel is Barnaby Rudge.  
 

If he had to fight a duel and could choose the weapons, it would be trebuchets at three hundred 

yards.  
 

His favorite place is sitting before a crackling fireplace with a bowl of popcorn, a glass of sweet 

iced tea, and a good book.  
 

He keeps a small writing desk in an old barn.   There, amid a clutter of maps, drawings, and 

books, his memories and experiences join with all the tales he has read to inform and disturb his 

pen.  

 

 

Medium Bio 
William Timothy Murray was kidnapped as a baby and transported to another dimension where 

he spent most of his life seeking a way back to his home world.   Meanwhile, he fell in love and 

married an enchanting princess.  When an evil wizard attacked his castle, William was thrown 

through the cosmos and back to his own world, dragging his hapless wife along with him.   Ever 

since, William has been chronicling the history of the magical world that he and his wife miss 

and long for. He thinks that if enough people read about that world, a space-time portal will 

open, leading the way back. 
 

William Timothy Murray enjoys falling off horses at full gallop and being dragged across rocky 

fields. He is also fond of blowing himself up in his mad-scientist laboratory.   When it is too dark 

to catch rainbows in a jar, he peers through his telescope scanning the moon for signs of cheese.  

William suffers terrible bouts of heebie-jeebies that last for days after walking through a spider 

web.   He knows that he should someday learn to play tic-tac-toe, but he fears it is beyond his 

mental faculties, so he sticks to writing epic fantasy tales instead, which he suspects may be less 

time-consuming. 
 

William Timothy Murray does not believe that the sky is the limit, nor that hindsight is always 

twenty-twenty. He will eat cabbage only when required in order to be a polite dinner guest. His 

favorite drink is coffee.   His favorite mixed drink is coffee with cream and sugar.  
 

If William Timothy Murray could have dinner with his choice of any famous historical person, it 

would be Captain Jack Aubrey.   If with any famous fictional person, it would be Winston 

Churchill. 
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William Timothy Murray 

 
 

Long Bio 
William Timothy Murray was born and raised in a small town of the Deep South and now lives 

in the Appalachian foothills of northeast Georgia.   He has had a wide variety of jobs since an 

early age, putting him shoulder-to-shoulder with people from every walk of life, from many 

cultures, and from many countries.   In addition to his three-plus decades working for a large 

research library, Murray worked as a restaurant manager, a farm laborer, factory worker, a 

mechanic, a radio disc jockey, a construction worker, and a Hollywood research consultant, just 

to name a few of his paying jobs. 

 

Murray has had his share of adventures, too.   He was almost swallowed alive by a swamp bog, 

nearly fell down an abandoned well, and once passed himself off as a carnival huckster to help 

track down a missing young girl.  Along the way he learned how to fly a small plane, sail a boat, 

run away from bears, and fall ungracefully from a galloping horse. 

 

For as long as he can remember, he has had a love of stories, and he has listened to countless 

tales told to him in person, often in private.   He has never stopped listening.   He has never 

stopped reading, either.   Like many boys of his generation, grew up on a steady diet of classic 

adventure tales, legends, and folklore.   Since a very early age, libraries have been among his 

favorite places to be, so it should be no wonder that libraries are important to his tales. 

 

Those who know him best know that even his fantasy works draw upon his experiences and his 

love of stories and storytellers.   When one of his characters is trying to handle a small sailboat 

all by himself during a violent storm, we catch a glimpse at Murray's own experience.   When we 

read that another character is awed and intimidated by a great library, Murray relates his own 

been-there-felt-that-way experience.   His stories jab at prejudice, question blind loyalty, decry 

child poverty and abuse, and praise friendship, honesty, and love.   Above all, Murray writes 

about people who struggle to do the right thing in spite of the price they must pay.   We come to 

understand, through his characters, that self-doubt and reluctance is crucial when it comes real 

courage and determination.   And that sometimes, when you most need help, your most powerful 

allies emerge from the meek and the humble. 

 

The Year of the Red Door is Murray's massive five-volume work of immersive epic fantasy.  It 

is not only a portal into another world—one full of mystery, magic, and adventure—but it is also 

a window into the human heart.   Readers continually say that they feel as if they really know his 

characters, as if they are right there with them.   Among the main characters of The Year of the 

Red Door, none are supremely confident, none are superhuman, and none are immune to pain 

and sorrow.   By coming along with these characters, their quest becomes our quest, their 

heartbreak becomes ours, and their triumphs are our own. 

 

If you ever have a chance to corner Murray while he is in a storytelling mood, he might share 

similar tales from "real" life that he has heard and come across.   He may be the mature author of 

several books, but he still delights in telling stories and sharing glimpses into the lives of others. 

 

These days, he keeps a small writing desk in an old barn.   There, amid a clutter of maps, 

drawings, and books, his memories and experiences join with all the tales he has read to inform 

and disturb his pen. 
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About the Author:
William Timothy Murray is a writer from the Deep
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manner. Lending a new and mature voice to fantasy,
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A Recipient of the B.R.A.G. Medallion.

The Bellringer
Volume 1 of The Year of the Red Door

by William Timothy Murray

For Centuries, the Great Bell was silent…

It remained undisturbed, nearly forgotten by history, hidden away
in the ruins of an abandoned fortress. The enchantments within
its iron slumbered, its secrets protected by silence. Until someone
discovered how to ring the Bell, other secrets would remain safe.

One day, while running an errand, a young store clerk took a
wrong turn, then another, until he found himself deep within the
old fortress where the Great Bell waited.

It waited for him.

And when the hapless clerk rang the Great Bell and released its
enchantments, his troubles began.

For he had become the Bellringer.

He claimed it was all an accident, that he did not mean to ring the
Bell. Fate, it seemed, thought otherwise, and proof of the
Bellringer's destiny began to emerge just as the world spiraled
into war. Revolt and treachery worked to break apart the Seven
Realms. Armies were on the march.   The faraway King, obsessed
with his own power, seemed unwilling or unable to prevent the
looming catastrophe.

Perhaps a new King was needed...if only someone could penetrate
the secret of the King's power and take the throne before it was
too late. It was foretold that the person who discovered the True
Name of the King would become the next King. But who was
capable of such a thing?

The Bellringer.

About The Year of the Red Door:
In the spirit of J.R.R. Tolkien and Charles Dickens comes a new heroic
tale, a story of ageless love and brave determination, of tragic loss and
the hope of redemption. During this quest, mythic powers arise from
the ancient past, fate collides with destiny, and the world edges swiftly
to its final destruction or to its ultimate fulfillment. Only the Bellringer
can tip the balance of fate, but the world is almost out of time...

 The Year of the Red Door is distributed internationally via Ingram,
Smashwords, Kobo, Library Direct, Baker & Taylor's Axis360,
Gardners, OverDrive, Bibliotheca, Odilo. and Kindle Direct Publishing.



About
The Year of the Red Door

Has the Hidden One come at last?

He can open any lock, any door, and release any shackle.
He can step into the dreams of others.

He can learn the secret Name of the King.

He is the Bellringer.

And he will become King.

The Immortal Elifaen, descendants of the Faerekind, abide the centuries. Once, in the dawn of history,
during the Time Before Time, they conversed with the trees of the forests, with the stones of the
mountains, and with all of Creation. But their wings have been stripped from them, the First Tongue has
faded from their lips and from their memory. War with the Dragonkind plagues their people, reducing their
numbers. Men have come to the shores of the world. They are mortal, but they are powerful. Soon the
world will be theirs, if anyone survives the coming doom. But perhaps the Mortals bring hope...

Year has passed year, and after eons, time rushes in on itself. The things given to the Elifaen are lost.
And one who was once Elifaen now moves the world to its destruction. The world will soon be remade.

The final year of the Second Age has arrived,
and only a few know it.

But none can tell what may come next.

244 Days Remain.
That is all.

The Year of the Red Door has begun, and four months have already passed by.

This is the story of the final days of the Second Age.

Uncanny things are taking place in the world, mysterious powers are stirring, and there are signs of
coming change. Like pieces on a gameboard, ancient forces are moving into position, gathering strength.
Many sense the portents and see the signs, but few know their meaning. Fewer still understand what
must be done. But who is there to do it?

In only 244 days, six intrepid travelers must cross thousands of miles, to the far edge of the world, to find a
place that may not even exist. A legendary place called Griferis where a new king may be prepared,
trained, and judged for worthiness. It is their bid to find that place, to discover the secret Name of the
King, and to make one of their companions the new King. But hope is thin, and time runs out. Can the
Name be found? Can the Usurper use it to take the throne? And will it make any difference? It already
seems too late.

In the spirit of J.R.R. Tolkien and Charles Dickens comes a new heroic tale, a story of ageless love
and brave determination, of tragic loss and the hope of redemption. During this quest, mythic
powers arise from the ancient past, fate collides with destiny, and the world edges swiftly to its
final destruction or to its ultimate fulfillment. Only the Bellringer can tip the balance of fate, but
the world is almost out of time...

The Bellringer
ISBN: 978-1-944320-35-5

The Nature of a Curse
ISBN: 978-1-944320-36-2

A Distant Light
ISBN: 978-1-944320-37-9

The Dreamwalker
ISBN: 978-1-944320-38-6

To Touch a Dream:
ISBN: 978-1-944320-39-3

www.TheYearOfTheRedDoor.com

infodesk@PenflightBooks.com
or

706-206-6801
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A
Q&A

With
William Timothy Murray

Where are you from?
I was born in Statesboro, in southeast Georgia (United States).   Lived
there for about 21 years.   Then I moved to northeast Georgia, and
I've been living in and around various places in northeast Georgia
ever since.

Did you attend university?
I attended college only to take a few courses that I was interested in.
I did, however, spend an awful lot of time at college and university,
but not as an enrolled student. Some of that time was spent working
for a large university library system. The rest of it, before I was
employed by the university, was spent using the libraries and
collections for my personal reading and research.   I was such a
regular and reliable patron at the Zach Henderson library at Georgia
Southern University that the staff honored me with the same
borrowing privileges that faculty had.

Have you always made your living as a writer?
I have not. I've pretty much always been a working slob. Nowadays,
my books supplement my income, but they do not bring in enough to
pay the bills. I rely on a small pension for most of my financial needs.

You've had a lot of work experience. Has that influenced your writing?
Yes, tremendously. Just because I know what hard work is. Hard
physical work and hard, mentally challenging work, too. And by
having so many jobs I've met so many people, different kinds of
people. And I've learned something about their lives, their values, and
their regrets. I can't help but think all that helped when it came to
telling this story. The story has so many characters that do important
things, that contribute to the outcome.

Do you ever have writers block?
No. No such thing.

What's the most challenging aspect of writing?
I think overall, the most challenging part of it is simply being willing
to put in the work. To show up every day whether you feel like it or
not and do what needs to be done.
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What are some other writers who have influenced you?
Victor Hugo, Charles Dickens, Patrick O'Brian, J.R.R. Tolkien, Ray
Bradbury, Rafael Sabatini, Robert Louis Stevenson, Edgar Allen Poe,
Boris Pasternak, Sir Richard Burton, and Antoine St. Exupery.

When you are not busy writing, what do you like to do to relax?
Read. Listen to music. Stargaze. Tinker. Work outside in the yard.
Drive. Sail.

What advice would you give to aspiring writers?
Well, there's no "aspiring" to be a writer. You either are or are not. If
you are, then a) you consider yourself a writer, and b) you write. If
you don't consider yourself to be a writer then you aren't one, no
matter how many words you put down. Besides that, if you are a
writer, just get on with it.  No sense in making a big fuss over it or
expecting others to make a big fuss over it. Just write. Every single
day. Even if only for five minutes. Just do it.

You are a native Southerner. How has that affected you as a writer?
I am from a place that is steeped in tragedy and conflict going back to
the colonial days. So of course I have been affected by racism, the
legacy of slavery, the legacy of war. But the American South is a
place with a rich tradition of literature and storytelling. Folk tales,
legends, and superstition. And authors like William Faulkner, Flannery
O'Conner, Alice Walker, Edgar Allen Poe, Thomas Wolfe, Carson
McCullers, Tennessee Williams, Harper Lee, just to mention a few.
And, at least when I was growing up, Classical Literature was very
important in the South and was taught side-by-side with Southern
Lit. Works like The Illiad and the Odyssey, Beowulf, L'Morte d'Arthur,
Shakespeare, and so on. As a society in general, the South was not
much interested in self-examination, for obvious reasons, and so that
void was often filled with literature about heros and such that did not
need to carry on any self-examination, who were supremely
confident or who were tragic figures.

What was the hardest part of writing The Year of the Red Door?
Well, I'm not sure how to answer that.   Looking back, I think the day to day
grind was pretty hard.   Long days and nights when I wished I was doing
something else.   Pretty severe periods of self-doubt.  I guess all the usual
issues that many writers encounter.   But there was also an awful lot of
information that I had to keep up with.   About characters, history,
distances, what the phase of the moon was, how long since this or that
happened.   It was pretty daunting at times.
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Do you write with a pen or typewriter or computer?
I have used all three. But I no longer use a typewriter. I mostly write
in longhand, then transcribe using a computer. I find that a pen and a
pad of paper are wonderfully portable, and that I can use them pretty
much anywhere.

Do you view writing as a kind of spiritual practice?
Yes and no.  I know that some writers think that writing is a special
kind of calling that is somehow elevated above more "mundane"
pursuits, and that we are supposed to show others the way, so to
speak. And I also know that some writers think that writing is a holy
responsibility. But those views are valid only insomuch as any
endeavor or any vocation, or any art, for that matter, is holy or is
special. So, no, I don't view writing in general as a spiritual practice.
But I do view my own writing as being intimately tied up with and
part of my own spirit as an expression of my spirit. And I hope that
whatever your work is, whether you are a doctor or a mechanic or an
accountant that you take what you do seriously enough to see how it
is an expression of your life while you are doing it. I don't go in for
the fad of so-called work-life balance. Life is work, work is life. And
life is inherently spiritual. That makes your work spiritual. If you are
uncomfortable with what you are doing, then that's a sign that you
should really be asking yourself some serious questions about your
life.

Look, writing is hard. It takes a toll on you and on your relationships.
And it is very easy to dismiss writing, to put off writing, and to do
other things. But to doing so will put your spirit in peril. If you don't
have to write, then don't. There are an awful lot of people who have
been told, who have been convinced by others, that they have a story
in them that they need to "get out" and tell. That's just hokum. That's
like being told that there is a car out there somewhere that you ought
to repair. Or being told that there's a fish out there waiting for you to
catch it. If you must, then you must. And listening to what others,
including myself, have to say about will just not matter that much to
you. If you must write, then you had better get to it. And that is true
of any calling. If you have the power to resist and remain a healthy
human being, then you weren't "meant" to be a writer and you don't
have what it takes to be a writer, no matter how many MFA degrees
you might have. Some people just have the build to be a writer. Not
necessarily the talent or the skill, those can be acquired. Just like
some people have the build, the physique, to be linebackers. But that
by itself isn't enough.

So listening to your calling is only the very first part of being a writer.
That's the easy part.
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What is the most important thing about fantasy that people DON'T
know that you feel they need to know?

I think a lot of people think that fantasy, and maybe all fiction, is just
stuff that's made up out of whole cloth, that there's no real
connection with real events, or history, or reality. Nothing could be
farther from the truth. Besides needing to be internally consistent,
fantasy also has to have some foundation in reality, or else the writer
and the reader have to work really hard to get over the feeling that
it's just a silly story.

If your characters get into trouble and you can't figure out a plausible
way to get them out of trouble, then the story is in trouble. You can't
just make up some magical solution to every situation that arises.
Also, you can't entirely ignore the laws of physics. If, say, a character
has to go from one town to another town a hundred miles away, and
he's on foot, you had better not get him there in a couple of hours.
Not unless you've already assured the plausibility of such a fast
walking speed. You have to be way more careful with fiction, and
fantasy in particular, because if it is non-fiction your readers for the
most part understand this world's essential facts. But if you are
writing a fantasy that takes place in a different world, you have to
somehow assure the reader that that world is like our own in some
way. Or, if it is different, you have to carefully explain that difference.

It is all well and good for some fantasy stories to have their
characters speeding about through the air on broomsticks, but I
doubt if the average reader can really take that story very seriously.

How long have you been writing?
Oh, I didn't start writing stories until I was about seven years old. The
first six years of my life I just squandered.

What kind of music do you listen to when writing?
When I do listen to music, it tends to be classical or cinematic music.
I'm partial to Tchaikovsky and Brahms and Rachmaninov. And I like
the compositions of James Horner, Thomas Newman, Matthew
Fisher, to name a few. But those are all just general examples. I also
really like pop music, Eric Clapton, Steve Winwood, and Lorena
McKinnett.

But really, I more often just prefer to have silence when I write.
Music can be kind of distracting. I'm really sensitive to sound,
anyway.
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What question do you wish that someone would ask about The Year of
the Red Door, but nobody has?

Well, I don't know really. I suppose there are many questions about
the story itself that I might find interesting or challenging to answer.
I'd much rather be asked about specific passages or characters,
especially the secondary characters, than about the process of
writing the story.

What do you love most about the writing process?
Hard to say, really. But when I'm writing, I feel as if I'm doing what
I'm supposed to be doing.  I mean, writing is hard, don't get me
wrong.  But when you sense that you are doing that which you ought
to be doing, well, what more can you want, really?

If you could spend a whole day with a character from your book,
which character would that be? And what would you do during that
day?

Oh, that's tough. Not sure. I'd be happy spending the day with any
number of characters for the stories they could tell, or for the
wisdom they might share. If you've read the story, you know how
contemplative many of the characters are. Those are the kind of
people that I tend to enjoy. People who don't pretend to know the
answers to things, but who like to speculate about the possibilities.
Raynor and Ashlord are that way. Robby and Finn. Esildre.
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A List of
Suggested Interview Questions

for
William Timothy Murray

Note: The following questions cover topics across the span of the entire work of The
Year of the Red Door.   The answers might contain spoilers.   In fact, some of the
questions may also be spoilers because they are about passages that take place later on
in the story that some readers may have not reached.

1. How much of the main character, Robby Ribbon, is based on you?

2. Was Robby's father modeled on your own father?

3. Robby worked at his father's store, but you worked with your father, isn't that so?
What was that like?

4. There is a rather contemplative tone running throughout The Year of the Red Door.
For example, you take us inside the heads of various characters—not just the main
characters—but many of them.   But by putting us inside their heads we learn more about
them as they think over things, as they ponder things.   That's pretty unusual for a work of
fantasy.  Why did you do that?   Why didn't you just describe what happens, what the
characters do?

5. Now, perhaps we should back up just a little and say that The Year of the Red Door is
published in five separate volumes.   Most people call it a series, but you say it isn't a
series, right?   Could you explain why?

5b. Follow-up question:  And there are also two companion books available, too.   And
you've written a number of stories about some of the characters, too.   Could you talk
about those?   The two companion books are available in bookstores, but not those other
stories.   Why is that?

6. You are from the South.   The American South, that is.   How did that shape this story?

7. Speaking of races, let's talk a bit about one of the races in this story, the Elifaen.   That
means, The Fallen Ones.  They once had wings.   That was during the early period of the
world call the Time Before Time.   That was a time of peace, kind of like the Garden of
Eden.   But a number of them grew disobedient and were stripped of their wings, while
the rest of them departed the earth to some heavenly abode.   Those who remained
behind, have scars running up and down their backs where their wings once were.   And
their offspring develop those scars, too.   You explain in the story that the Elifaen are
immortal but that they can and do die.   Can you explain that to us?
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7b. Follow-up question: So what you are saying is that being immortal or having a
perfect memory might not be all that great.  Why might that be?

8a. You describe the Elifaen, like Esildre and Robby's mother, Mirabella, as having a
different sense of time than regular mortal people.   Can you explain that?

8b. Follow up question:  It seems like having that ability would make the Elifaen
smarter and wiser, less apt to make mistakes.   But that's not the case, really.   Why not?
Why don't they think things through a little better?

9. In The Nature of a Curse, we meet Lord Tallin and he has perfect memory.   But he is
being slowly driven mad by it.   Do you think that would be the inevitable result of
having perfect memory?

10. So let's go back to Tulith Attis, the old fortress where Robby rings the bell.   That
place keeps cropping up over and over throughout the story.   It was where Lyrium lost
her Bloodcoins.   It was where Pellen betrayed his people that led to the massacre.
Bailorg was there.   Billy's ancestor died there, and so did one of Robby's ancestors.   In
fact, they did side by side.  When you were writing the story, did you know, starting out,
that so much would stem from that place?

11a. How did the idea of this story first come to you?

11b. Follow-up question: So what you are saying is that power is a kind of trap?

12. One of your characters says that "Ignorance has never been a stumbling block to
those who seek power."   Do you really think that is so?   Were you thinking of anyone in
particular?

13. There is an incident in A Distant Light where Robby uses his dreamwalking ability to
help out his friends.   What happens is that his friends come to a lake at night, and on the
other side of the lake is a town where they hope to find shelter.   And there's a ferry, but
the ferryman won't take them across until morning.   And Robby and his friends are cold
and wet.   So Robby invokes a terrible in the ferryman's sleep.   We aren't told the
particulars, but it's pretty clear that the ferryman thought that the nightmare was a
warning about what might happen to him if he did not take the group on across the lake.
Ashlord pieces together what happened and he somewhat scolds Robby, reminding him
to be very careful with his abilities.   He says to Robby, "Remember the old saying that
the gods expect much of those they curse, and more of those they bless."   Is that an
actual "old saying?"   And what was meant by that?
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14. Let's talk about Sheila, Robby's love interest.   The story starts out with her.   In the
prologue to The Bellringer, we learn that she is the daughter of a powerful lord and that
she is sent away so that she'll be safe from persecution.   And we later learn that her
mother, who was Elifaen, was at Tulith Attis.   And the whole mystery of Lyrium's
Bloodcoins are tied up in Sheila's story.   But it is rather odd to have her featured so
prominently in the beginning of the story, a story that is essentially Robby's story.   Until,
that is, the end.   It turns out that she is destined to wield great power, equal only to
Robby.   But I want to ask about Sheila and Esildre.   They are almost identical in
appearance.   And it turns out they are related.   In fact, they are first cousins, right?
Could you talk about Sheila and Esildre just a little?

15a. The Year of the Red Door is full of little stories.   There's the story of the leaf that
fell one summer and brought down a mighty kingdom.   There's the story of the
woodcutter who fell in love with the Queen of the Wood and because of his love for her,
she withered away along with the forest, in spite of the woodcutter's good intentions.
Then there's the story of the beginning of the world, the creation story, if you will (The
Fall of the Faere), and there's the story of the discovery of Griferis.   Those are in
addition to the stories of the individual characters, how Mirabella met Robby's father.
How Ullin and Micerea met and fell in love.   The story of Valcose the Demon, and the
story about dead city in the desert and how all its people disappeared.   And many other
stories are told.    Those stories help explain things to the readers.   But how difficult was
it to work them in?   Might there have been other ways of imparting the same
information?

15b. Follow-up question: So what you are saying is that, to you anyway, it isn't
believable when characters in books don't tell stories to each other in the way of
explaining things.   Right?

16. Do you think we still have a society that is open to telling and listening to stories?

17. Besides stories, literature itself is pretty important throughout the story.   There are
books and collections of books, and there are libraries.   And there are lots of passages
where a character is described either reading a book, or talking about reading, or looking
for a book to read.   It seems that literacy, beyond just knowing how to read letters and
words, is very important in the story.   It's more than just a plot device, isn't it?  It's
something that you're rather passionate about, too.   Am I right?

18. Let's talk about the Bloodcoins.   What are they?  And why are they so significant to
the story?
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19. In the last volume, To Touch a Dream, Robby wants Serith Ellyn's Bloodcoins
because he thinks he knows how he can use them as they were intended to be used.
Robby wants to convince the Queen of Vanara, Serith Ellyn, to give up her Bloodcoins,
and to give them to him to use.   But there's a problem.  Those Bloodcoins have become
important symbols of the Queen's rule, of her authority as the rightful Queen of Vanara.
So she isn't about to give them up.   By this time in the story, it is fairly clear to us that
Robby can just take them without even asking.   He has the power to do that  But he
doesn't.   Instead, he takes a different approach.  He arranges for the Queen to be visited
by a dreamwalker each night for about a week.   A different dreamwalker each night,
more or less.   And they show Queen Serith Ellyn things that Robby hopes will help bring
her around in her thinking, and that she'll give up her Bloodcoins willingly.   So, starting
out, she absolutely refuses to give up her Bloodcoins and takes offense at the very idea of
it.   But, she gradually changes her mind about things.   She learns, through Robby's
dreamwalkers, that she has been wrong about very many things for a very long time.   At
the end of that week of visits, she has been transformed from a haughty and powerful
queen to a meek and humble person.

Now I have a lot of questions about all of that.   That part of the story seems very
familiar, or at least has the ring of something familiar.   And the chapter in which all of
that takes place in is the title chapter for the volume, To Touch a Dream.   Could you talk
about that?   Where did you get the idea for her transformation to take place in that way?
And why?   Why not just have Robby take the Bloodcoins, which he can easily do.   Why
was it important to him to have Serith Ellyn willingly agree to give them up?   Why is
that the name of that volume?   Just jump in on any one of those questions!

20. Let's jump to the end of the story.   In To Touch a Dream, Robby brings about an
event that changes the world.   What happens is that the line that separates life and death
gets erased.   Isn't this foreshadowed in a sense by the dream world, by dreamwalking?

21. Okay, but what about the bad guys?   What about all of the terrible suffering that
they've inflicted on others?   On the one hand, it doesn't seem fair that they should be
forgiven without being punished.   Are you saying in this story that, ultimately, it doesn't
matter what you do because all will be forgiven in the end?
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